Delhi Energy Development Agency

At a Glance

Functions

The Delhi government created the Delhi Energy Development Agency
(DEDA) in February 1984 under the Societies’ Registration Act, 1860.
The objective of this Agency is to implement different energy schemes
in rural as well as urban areas of Delhi.

Findings

= The 1997 Comptroller and Auditor General’s Report pulled up
DEDA for gross mismanagement and irregularities. Another report
was sent to the Lieutenant Governor in April 1999 by the Lokayukta,
pointing out the irregularities of DEDA, but still Delhi government
took no action, and the agency is yet to be closed down completely.

= According to the Delhi Planning Department, even after incurring
a total expenditure of Rs 1,197 lac since 1986, it had not been able to
achieve any of its objectives.

= The battery bus service of DEDA incurred losses of approximately
Rs 414 lac during 1992-97.

= Solar water heating (SWH) systems costing Rs 10.56 lac were install-
ed on demonstration basis free of cost at the residences of ministers/
senior government officials against the guidelines. The residences
selected for demonstrations were not accessible to public, thereby
defeating the entire purpose of installation and demonstration of
SWH systems.

= The Agency distributed 164 solar lanterns costing Rs 4.50 lac to
members of parliament, ministers, and government officials on
demonstration basis.
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Reforms

= While the Delhi government does acknowledge the need to wind
up the Agency in light of the recommendations of the CAG Report,
DEDA is not yet dead. The government must not waste taxpayers’
money any further by delaying the closure of the Agency.
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