Slum and JJ Department (MCD)

At a Glance

Functions

The Slum and Jhuggi Jhopri (JJ) Department under the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi is responsible for implementation of various
schemes and programs to provide minimum basic civic amenities and
resettlement of squatter families.

Findings

& About 99% of slum clusters are present on government-owned land,
primarily of the union government.

< Till March 2002 about 40,707 squatter families from various JJ clus-
ters have been relocated.

<& As against a target of development of 75,000 sites & service plots
for relocation of jhuggis, the Slum & JJ Department could only
achieve 45% of the target. It has a pendency of more than 1.5 lac
jhuggies for relocation.

& The Department of Urban Development continued to release grants
to the MCD without ensuring achievement of targets.

<& Deposits received from the land-owning agencies by the Slum & JJ
Department were kept in banks and the interest accrued was diverted
to non-plan expenditure of the Department, in effect, to the salaries
of the staff.

Reforms

& Emphasis should be laid on prevention of future encroachment and
in-situ upgradation of existing slums.

& Measures to stop future encroachment should include lapse of
encroached land (if any encroachments are not removed within three
months) to the Delhi government; sale of excess government land
to private parties and deregulation of the Delhi Rent Control Act
for the provision of cheap rental housing.
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