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CCS Research Internship
The Application procedure for CCS Research Internship has a two-step process:

A. Written Assignment

B. Interview with shortlisted applicants (Outstations applicants will be interviewed by phone)
Part A: Application Form 

· Date:

	· Name: Mr/ Ms
	
	
	

	
	first name 
	Middle name 
	Surname 

	Current Address: 
	
	

	City/Town:
	Pin Code:
	State:

	Phone:
	Fax:
	Email:


If you do not have a phone at home / hostel please give a “care of” number where a message can be given.

	Permanent Address:
	
	

	City/Town:
	Pin Code:
	State: 

	Phone:
	Fax:
	Date of Birth:


Education: 

	Education
	Degree / Certificate
	Year Passed
	Percentage
	Institution

	Current
	
	
	
	

	Completed

(Including Class XII)


	
	
	
	


* Please give subject wise break-up of marks or attach copies of mark-sheets / transcripts.

· Assignment 1: Research & Analysis

· Read the two papers (Annexures 1 & 2)

· List atleast 5 questions that are relevant to each topic but have not been addressed in the papers. 

· Suggest how you could have researched/ written better papers

· Assignment 2: Essay

Write an essay of about 500 words on the following: 

· Positive and negative effects of any public policy/ law/ regulation (Eg: Minimum Wage Law, Rent Control Act)

· Have you studied statistics / basic econometrics / data collection techniques during your graduation / post-graduation?  If yes, please attach a brief outline of the syllabus covered and the marks / grade achieved on a separate sheet. 

· Have you done any kind of research or fieldwork previously?  If yes, please attach details on a separate sheet.

· Have you attended a seminar or workshop conducted by the CCS in the past? If yes, where and when? 

· State briefly your three most important extra-curricular activities and achievements.

· What are your career goals and plans to get there?

· List five ideas/ issues/ concepts you have learnt about in the past one year.

· List your minimum three weaknesses and three strengths.

· Reference: Please give the contact information of one of your current professors


Name:__________________________________________


Department:_____________________________________


Office Tel:___________________________Res Tel:_____________________


Email:______________________________ Mobile: _____________________


About the Internship

· What are your expectations (academics, career, stipend and others) from the Internship program?

· Which city would you like to do the internship?

· What is the time period (start and end dates) you prefer for the internship program?

· Would you prefer research based on fieldwork or secondary research? 

· How did you come to know about the Internship Program?

I hereby attest that all information given by me in my application is my own work and, is to the best of my knowledge, accurate and complete. 

Signature

Checklist of Materials to be submitted

· A Completed Application Form 

· Assignment 1: Research & Analysis

· Assignment 2: 500-word Essay

· Mark-sheets / Transcripts (Subject wise marks typed by email or hard copy)

· Details of statistics / econometrics / data collection techniques course.  (If any) 

· Details of previous research / fieldwork.  (If any) 

Incomplete applications will not be entertained.
It will not prejudice your application if you have not 

a) undertaken a course on statistics / econometrics / data collection techniques or 

b) done any previous research or fieldwork.


Send your application to 
Internship Coordinator
Centre for Civil Society
K-36 Hauz Khas Enclave

New Delhi 110016
Tel: 011 26521882
Annexure 1

We Don’t Get No Education

Schools in Delhi: A Number Game

The right to elementary education is a fundamental right: the Constitution is supposed to guarantee it. It is the Directorate of Education that is responsible for providing school level education in Delhi.  However, it seems to be going about its job in a very skewed manner.

Ever wondered how many schools there are in Delhi? It is surprising to note that the Directorate of Education is not clear about this, the most basic of facts.  And it’s not just the Government of Delhi, even the statistical publications of the Ministry of Human Resource Development differ on this account. 

When compared to a national literacy rate of 65.38%, Delhi fares decently with a literacy rate of 81.82%. There are 5,442 schools in Delhi. 17.5% of the population is enrolled. The Gross Dropout Rate (GDR) is 69.06%. 

In Delhi, pre-primary and primary education is the responsibility of the local bodies namely the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) and the Delhi Cantonment Board (DCB).  Some of the Delhi Government schools have been converted to composite schools known as Sarvodaya Vidyalayas having classes I to XII.  The MCD runs 1,820 primary schools apart from independent nursery and model schools.  The NDMC, though mainly concerned with primary education, is also running a select number of middle, secondary and senior secondary schools.  The data with respect to private schools is neither easily available nor accurate.  If one is to believe the Directorate, the number of private schools in the City has gone down from 1,175 (in 2000-2001) to 1,153 (in 2002).

Almost every aspect of education seems to be covered in some scheme or the other: right from Operation Blackboard and Mid-day meals to free uniforms and computer education.  There is also no dearth of funds allocated for each of these schemes.  For the year 2002-2003, there is a total outlay of Rs 600 lac for supply of free uniforms.  Similarly Rs 2 crore have been set aside for distribution of free textbooks to students of government and government aided primary schools.  Introduction of computer education at the +2 level has been given an annual plan outlay of Rs 23 crore.  The Directorate strives to provide incentives in the form of cash awards and trophies to deserving students/teachers.  (Rs 3 crore for the 10th five-year plan).  Funds are also allocated as scholarships for students (Rs 1.1 crore for 10th five-year plan).  A sum of Rs 1.1 crore has been set-aside for Bhagidari of Private Management in government schools.  The Directorate of education has a total outlay of Rs 3.30 crore for 2002-2003.

Thus there is no paucity of funds allocated to the Directorate. Yet the pass percentage in government schools at the secondary level is only 40%.   According to the Social Jurist (A Lawyers Group), 80% of the class V pass-outs from the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) schools do not know how to read and write their names.  The problem obviously seems to lie with the utilisation of this money.

News of welfare schemes being partially implemented or not implemented at all has become stale. It has become a part of life to read about cases where someone has bungled up or something has hampered the successful implementation of issues close to our government’s heart.

During 2001-2002, the Directorate of Education spent not a single rupee out of the Rs 25 lac provided to start yoga training in government schools. Of the Rs 5 crore provided for renovation of existing buildings, only Rs 33 lac was spent. The Directorate had a total allocation of Rs 14.3 crore which was later revised to Rs 76 lac (2001-2002). Of this, only Rs 54,000 were utilised.

There are cases galore of mid-day meals not being distributed daily; of winter jerseys being distributed at the end of the winter season; of students not receiving textbooks/uniforms.  There are cases galore too of schools functioning with not even the bare necessities. We have become accustomed to news of students sitting beneath tents during the scorching summer months. Schools seem to be functioning without electricity, water, toilets, boundary walls, teachers, and blackboards.  The list never ends.  Between 1997-98 and 2001-02, the MCD failed to utilise funds totalling Rs 56.6 crore meant for expansion of primary schools and welfare schemes.  It envisaged a 9th five-year plan target of opening 230 new schools. It achieved just 92. Despite sufficient funds, the number of schools/classes functioning in tents has gone up from 47 in 2000-2001 to 51 in 2001-2002. Forty-one schools seem to have 354 classrooms in excess of their requirement. Interestingly, out of a shortage of 3908 classrooms (in 1997), the MCD managed to get just 729 constructed (as of 2002).

Certain criteria laid down by the government pertaining to implementation of a lot of its schemes seem unreasonable. The Planning Department states: “it shall be our endeavour to see that the benefit of the welfare schemes is given only to such students whose attendance in schools, upto winter vacations, is 75% or more.”  It simply does not make sense to set conditions like this when eventually there is a minuscule probability of them being followed. Such conditions do not act as incentives to the students to come regularly to school. In practice, such conditions are not stuck to while implementing the schemes.

The existing education scenario is not one to be proud of. Maybe the time has come for the government to involve the general public in the management of its schools: those who have a fairly better idea of what is needed to bring about a change in the education system and, more importantly, those who are willing to bring about the change.

Annexure 2

How Long Can Delhi Stay Awake?

The Delhi Government regulates the closing time of commercial outlets.  However, on probing I realised nobody knows clearly what the exact laws are, neither the lawmaker nor the follower of the law concerned.  The term “commercial outlets” is very broad and includes a vast array of bodies.  I considered a few of them namely; hospitality sector, shops and shopping areas and street vendors.

First, let us have a glimpse of the laws.  Restaurants, cafeterias, and other kinds of eating houses are supposed to close by midnight during the summers and by 11 pm during the winters.  It was a marathon task to elicit this information.  The Licensing Branch of Delhi Police is supposed to know what are the timings but the officers were vague.  Some were of the opinion that restaurants within the premises of a hotel can operate for one extra hour.  Cafeterias in a hotel can stay open for 24 hours.  I am still not sure whether this is the law or not.  Bars and pubs and eating houses, where liquor is served, are forbidden to serve liquor after 11 pm.  However, the same outlets within the premises of a hotel can serve liquor until midnight.  Discotheque timings are the most controversial.  According to the Licensing Branch, the timing is 12:30 am.  According to a Deputy Commissioner of Police, it is 4 am.  According to the local police it is 11 pm.  The Public Relations Officer, Delhi Police had no clue of the timings.  Shops can stay open till 7:30 pm in the summers and 7 pm in the winters.  Street vendors like pan shops and dhabas have to wind up by 11 pm. 

Which authorities legislate the laws?  In Delhi, the Commissioner of Police is empowered to decide the closing time of eating houses under Section 28 of the Delhi Police Act.  However, bar timings come under the jurisdiction of the State Excise Department.  This Department decides until what time can liquor be served.  Pan shops and dhabas have to pay heed to the Police Department.  Closing time of shops are stipulated by the Delhi Shops and Establishments Act, 1957 and hence Delhi Government decides the timing.  However, there is a catch here.  Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) issues trade licenses to all the aforementioned outlets.  These licenses also mention timings.  The timings clash with the existing set of timings.  For instance, shops in any part of Delhi can stay open till 7 pm, but, the MCD license says that it can stay open till 6 pm only, if it is in a non-conforming or residential zone.  Thus, we have two authorities deciding timings for the same outlets.

Undoubtedly, there is some rationale behind these regulations.  The Commissioner of Police regulates the closing time of eating houses and street vendors because those are places where the public assembles.  Thus, the Police intend to check the crime at night.  Working hours of shops are regulated with labour welfare in purview.  If the shops close in time, then the worker and the shop owner can reach home safely in time and spend some quality time with their families.  The shop owner does not get a chance to make the worker work for longer shifts than stipulated.  Excise Department also has the same principle in mind.  After drinking, it is likely that a person may create nuisance and so it is not allowed to serve liquor very late in the night. 

Knowing who is responsible for the enforcement of laws will complete the legal picture.  Inspectors of the Licensing Department of the Delhi Police are responsible in case of eating houses or the hospitality sector.  The State Excise Department Inspectors have to ensure that liquor is not served beyond 11 pm.  Police Inspectors of the various districts ensure that street vendors pack up in time.  However, in practice the officers don’t work in watertight compartments.  Recently, R S Gupta, Delhi Police Commissioner was cross with his officers for letting bars in restaurants and five-star hotels remain open till early morning.   Labour Inspectors under the Labour Commissioner of Delhi have to ensure that shops do not stay open beyond the stipulated time.  The Licensing Inspectors of MCD are also supposed to check that all the conditions of the licenses are fulfilled, including the timings.  

Let’s check out the real picture.  First, the authorities themselves are vague about the actual laws.  It was a difficult task to get the basic infromation.  I was constantly shifted from one department to another.  An official from MCD, south zone even suggested that I should get in touch with the "Chief Secretary of Delhi Administration Department, Sheila Dikshit."  By the way, this department is non-existent.  The officials themselves claim that it is difficult to enforce the laws and so they do not bother about it.  The MCD officers do not enforce the laws because their working hours end at 5:30 pm.  “Mam, humara office hours 5:30 pm tak hi hai.   Uske bad kya hota hain, hume usse kya!” (Madam, our office hours end at 5:30 pm.  What happens after that is not our concern.)  Most of the owners of shops and eating houses are not cognisant of the laws.  They generally follow the market timings.  They invariably operate till the time they find it profitable.  Penalties do not prevent the flouting of rules because they are very lenient.  Moreover, the owners usually know how to get around the law.  A shop owner from Connaught Place said “Those who want to keep their shops open on Sundays pay Rs 2,000 to the Inspectors at the beginning of every month.”  They usually find it profitable to bribe the officials and work the way they want to.  The moral?  Market forces decide how long can Delhi stay awake and not the Government. 
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